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SWITCH OPERATION OF 
MOBILE STATION TO A 
CONTROL HOLD STATE 



(54) Data communications in a radio communication system 

(57) State apparatus, and an associated method, 
controls a packet data service in a radio communication iea 
system in which a mobile station is operable. Control 
architecture is represented by operational states in 
which the mobile station is caused to be operated 
includes a control hold power save substate and a vir- 
tual traffic substate. Subsequent to a selected period of 
communication inactivity, the operational state of the 
mobile station in caused to be transitioned into a control 
hold power save substate in which a dedicated control 
channel remains allocated to the mobile station. It 
packet data is subsequently to be communicated by the 
mobile station, the channel is readily available to the 
mobile station to communicate the packet data thereon. 
When, conversely, subsequent to a period of communi- 
cation inactivity, operation of the mobile station is 
caused to be transitioned into the virtual traffic channel 
substate, a communication channel is released from its 
allocation to the mobile station. 
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